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13 August 2008

Sample the flavours of Italy at Villa Italiana
Lovers of authentic Italian cuisine can now enjoy the ultimate European dining experience at Launceston’s newest family restaurant, Villa Italiana.

Located at Country Club Villas, the restaurant serves up a tantalising range of traditional and contemporary Italian dishes at affordable prices.  Diners have a choice of ordering a single a la carte meal or sampling a range of dishes from the restaurant’s $45-per-head family-style menu.

Executive Chef Brad French drew upon his experience of living and studying in Italy to create a simple yet delicious menu that is perfect for a family night out.

“We wanted to create a friendly and informal atmosphere centred around the communal Italian family-style of eating.  We hope this encourages patrons to try new flavours and perhaps find a new favourite dish.”  Chef French said.
Villa Italiana’s menu is built around quality produce and fresh ingredients. Sumptuous antipasto platters, soups and seafood make way for an impressive selection of main meals, where veal saltimbocca and char-grilled meats are coupled with pasta and risotto dishes. A variety of sides and decadent desserts rounds out the menu. Children are welcome at Villa Italiana and are spoilt for choice with the specially-designed children’s menu.

A focal point of the restaurant is the fresh bread bar that displays a mouth-watering range baked in a wood-fired oven from authentic Italian recipes. 

Villa Italiana, formerly Scarlett’s Restaurant, was born from the desire to expand the food offerings at Country Club Tasmania and provide guests and locals alike with an Italian restaurant that was previously lacking in the local market. 

The transformation from Scarlett’s Restaurant prompted a major revamp. Existing carpet was replaced by polished concrete floors, the ceilings were refurbished and a fresh coat of paint brightened up the space.

The walls came to life with murals of Rome’s famed Colosseum and Venetian gondolas, and the fireplace display of copper pans, garlic and chilis builds upon the rustic Italian theme. Table settings combine tablecloths with butchers paper and crayons, providing a space on which children can express their creativity.

The new-look Villa Italiana opened its doors on June 16 and has proven to be a perfect match to its neighbour, the ever-popular Bolters Pizzeria. It is open for dinner seven days a week from 6pm.
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